ILLUSTRATIONS OF DANTE'S PARADISE

L Frass=-nuManieanion axm ASCENSHN OF DANTE

“La gloriu of Colui che noto muove £ per {umiverse penetra ¢
risplends / in wma parte pok e mene alove ™ (The glory of the
e Whe moves oll thivgs /peaetrates ol the wniverse, refleciing
S AR PNEE RO el e carecadfrae Ff.\.':}. -[.‘I-'furlt Musa, Faradise
L, 1-3), Bante begins this journcy with the word Gloria and
spenks of God as supreme animator of the universe.

Coming out of the Euncé, where, by command of Beatrice he
had been immersed by Matelda, Dante returns to Beatrice, Itis
midikay The sun shines all over on the Hemisphere of Purga-
tory, Turning to the 1eft, Beatrice fixes the eves on the grea star
(Comraco Gizaa ), Even Dante fixes on the great tar and feels in
a diving maring tastimg the special algze. David depicts Dande
and Beatrice in the luminosity of the sun that ilumimates the
whole scese and almost penetrates the two pictorial figures
with the power of its light. (Paradise I, 64-72).

L Dnwe axo Bestasce i mie Heawves oF mie Moo
(Paradise 11, 19-30). With the guidance of Beatrice, the post
ascends quickly to the Terresinal Paradise, a place on the peak
af the mountain of Pargatory, in the heaven of the Moon, which
15 the first of nine circles that should be raversed before reach-
g the Empire, seat of God (Corrado Gizzi). David shows
Dranie and Beatrice ascending foward the top where they mect
the mussed votives spirits and among these is Piccarda Donati.
Damie in reality, passes from Purgatory to Pamdise looking
imlex the eves of Beatrice,

3. Tue HEwes oF THE Moox: THE Fiest Forsaros oF BLESSED
N vl che stere in pieciolena barca, ¢ desideresi o ‘asceltar
sepilil S olfetre al po legmg clve conterdn varce, S lornare a
eiveder I vosied Neli™ (Paradise 11, 1=d) (& vor who are fir g
sonardl Do, S clesinons fo fsten, fGallon i Ry werud e [y
sailing wivd simging, S refwrn fo see pour sreres), Dante seems
fo tell his readers to return back and not to adventure into the
vast sen of divine knowledge. Kept by the angels, the Heaven
of the Moon containg the spirits that have shattered vows {or
did mot observe them in life): they appear as images reflected
in transparent glass and in clear water. Dante takes the oppor-
tunity to explain the lunar spets, the influence of the skics, the
happiness of the blessed, the return of the souls fo the sars,
David depicis the two pocts admiring the blessed souls reflect-
el in the crystalline of the water.

4, Peccarms Doxen

Sister of Forese, she was abducted from the monastery and
given as wife against her will. The samie thing happened 1o
Constance, doughter of Rugpere, King of Sicily, Piccarda is
represented by our painter between the lunar clouds without
losing the splendor of her virginity by the superimposed white
a3 luminous colors. The divine poct asks Piccarda what was
the reason for which she didn’t accomplish her vow; and she
responds by beginning to praise Saint Clara of Assisi, the
founder of the order of the Clarissa. and continees to say that
there are humans, accustomed to do more harm than good,
that Corso and Forese who raped her and forced her o marey

Rossellino della Tosa, Then Piccarda presents to the Poct the
Empress Constance who was also abducted from the cloisters,
she went 1o marry Arrige VI of Svevia, who made her mother
of Frederic 1. At the end the soul of Piccarda fints, singing
the Ave Maria,
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According to Plato, souls have been created before bodies,
they kive in the stars and there they return aficr the death of
the bodies; Beatrice, instead, explains to Dante that the souls
are created by God time after time and are almost infssed into
the bodies at birth. The dwelling of the blessed, in answer (o
the second doubt of Dante, i the Empire where all the blessed
=pirits are happy around God and the Holy Virgin,

i, The Hesves oF S ewooey: Justisoas

The Heaven of Mercury is guarded by archangels. There are
the operating spirits, that is, active for having honor and fame
They advance full of happiness inside the fulgent splendors
[Dante takes the opporiunity todalk about the death of Jesus, of
the redemption of man and of the incormuptible and immortal
creatures. Among these are Justinian and Romeo of Villanova,
ministers of Berlinghicro 1V of Provence (1 209-1245).

In depicting Justinian, Dante refiers back to Constantine who,
against the will of the Heaven and the course of the sun, irans-
poried the Roman cagle to Bizantium where it remained for
more than 200 years, It went around the world from nation 1o
natmon and finally armved in the hands of Justinian,

He seemed to say: [ was emperos, my name is Jusiinian, for
the will of the Holy Spirit which gave me inspiration, | re-
mecved from the law the uscless and superfluous, AL first | was
convineed that Christ had a single nature {the divine one): ihe
intervention of Pope Agapito | was needed to bring me back
1 the right belief, | had barely found the right way, when Ciod
incspired i me with the re-ordination of the laws: whereupon
I dedicated mysell entirely (o that, entrusting the amms o
Belisario,

7o Ciiarnes Manrees s moe Heaves oF Viesus

The third heaven of Venus is guarded by the principalities and
the people with loving souls {their love is strongly kindled
by charity). David depicts them as lights that move rapidly
around wherein they are in harmeny with Dante. Among these
are Charles Martell (King of Hungary), Cunizza da Romano
(daughter of Ezzeline 11}, Folco of Marseilles (iroubadour),
and Raab of Jericho, The painter concentrates on the illustra-
tion of Charles Martell who appears as a great warmior hetween
the splendor of Venus and luminous clouds, followed by other
blessed that fy with him, dressed with cuirass, Roman toga
amd royval crown, (Paradise VI 13-39). Charles Martell, son
of Charles Il of Anjou, during his lifetime was tied to Dante
with affectionaie friendliness. He denounced the bad behavior
of his relatives and explained 1o Dante how good parents can
bear degenerate sons (Corrado Gizzi).

B Comizes my Bosaso
{Paradise IX, 64-66). Dantz and Beatrice are seduced by the
story of Cunizza. Her brother Exzeling, the noloriows tyramt of
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the Marca Trevigiana, speaks of ks land that will be watered by
the bleod of ibe people of Padova in the marshes near Vicenza.
Diavids Fusionism 15 revealed here with all its expressive and
chromatic vigor in the synthesis of beatitude and of violence

B AsCENSION T THE HEAES 0F THE Sux

(Paradise X, 40-54) This fourth heaven contains a garland of
twelve lights surrounding Dante and Beatrice as 2 laurel crowns.
Saint Thomas of Aquinas speaks for all, This heaven contains
the theologians knowledgeable in divinity. Three concentric
crowns of live radiance sing and dance turning around. A momng
them are Saint Thomas, Saint Francis, Saint Bonavemire,
Saint Dominie. (Paradise X1, 28-38). The crown of luminous
spirits makes o complese turn around themselves apd each one
finds himael 1 ot the spone point of depariure.

10. Tiie Heswes oF Mags

The fifth Heaven of Mars i3 gaanded by Virtue and contains the
militan spirits, that is, thoss who combot for faith and have
beconye mariyrs of religion. Among thess are Cacciagaida,
Jazhua, Charlemagne, Roland, Godivey of Buglione, Roberio
Guiseardo. David, alwvays in harmony with Danie, depicis them
with red seintillating splendors that are moving while singing
forming a cross (the cross of Mars). (Paradise X1V 97-108).

1. Cacciacuima

(Paradise XYV, 130-135) (The Virgin involed by the mother
of Cacciaguida) (Paradise XV, 34-39) (The birth wear
of Caceiaguida) (Paradize XVIL 105-132) (Dante asks
Cacciaguida an advice),

Dante's great-greal-grandfather evocation is contained in threg
cantos of Paradise: XV, XV, XVII, Dante succesded in
talking o him in order b obtain some information. Cacciaguida
fzlls him ihat the poct’s great-grandfather is on the terrace of
the mountain of Purgatory, He exhoris Dante fo pray for him
who died during the crusade led by Conrad. Cacciaguida gives
alan an aceount of the family history and pees on o desenibe
his Florence, in contrast @ the corrupt Florenee of Dante’s
tme, lamenting the loss of peace. Cacciaguida also predicis
Dange's exile from Florence and his plaee of refuge. Dante’s
fate will be hitter, and Cacciaguida urges him to iell the truih
io the world . .. “because the lstener's mind will never trust [/ or
hanve Faith in the kind of illustration / bascd on the unfamiliar
and obscure / or demonsiration that is not outstanding™. {Mark
Musa, page 4.

P2, T CREATION OF THE ANGELS

We are in the sixth [Heaven of Jupiter puardsd by the
Deminations: these are judged spirits than love justice. They
appear o8 aplendora that sing forming the words of the varse
“IWligite fustitionn gen fredicatis foream. " (Lenve fistioe voir
'n'ﬁr.lju.'eﬂ:l.,,u' oty coart) The Gnal A" {of rervam Becomes a
lily thes chanzes into an eagle. The discovrse of the eagle who
speaks with 2 strange beak but with a voice of all the souls.
Amang these Dante meets Davide, Traiano, Ezechia, William
I the Good, Eing of Sieily, snd Rifeo Traiono {(Paradizse
NXIX, 31-45),

13 The Sevestn Heawex oF Sames

Ciuarded by the Thrones, this Heaven contains the contemplat-
ing spirits {they had lived a contemplative life). A staireay of
brilliant gold color where the peak cammot be scen. descend
and ascend innumerable splendors. These are Dante’s visions
and are beautifully ilastrated by Ivo David whoe, notwithstand-
ing his justified Pindarie fhights, maintans close o the text ol
the Dhvine Comedy. Among the souls that Dante meels are
Raint Peter Damian, Saint Benedict, Saint Macano and Saint
Komualdo [ Paradise X1X, and XX).

14. Tue Ewinr HEwes oF ThE Fixen Stars

This starry Heaven is guarded by the Cherubs: ilve iriuompliant
spirits =ing the triumph of Jesus Clirist amd the Viegin Mary.
Clwisi hanszll illaminates il Blessed from whom a greatl
light resplerds, which is the Most Holy Mary: the light of the
Archange] Gabriel tums around her Among the blessed souls
are: Saim Peter who tests Dante on Foaith, Saint Jemes who
tests the Poet on Hope, Saint John who tests hirn on Charnity,
and Adam who respends fo four questions asked by Dante
{ Paradise, Y X1I-XVT).

15. Tue Nixrn Hewex oF e Fresr Mone

This crystalline Heanven = puarded by the Seraphins; herein
are the angelic hicrarchy who, in a clear and paradisial vissom,
celehrmate their inumph on the evil angels. Around a smallest and
brightest point which is the divine essence, tum nine circles of fire
which are the nine angelic chairs. Beatrice takes the opportunity
to explain to Dante the celestial harmony which 15 a traly divine
astronomical order, (Paradise XXVIE XXVIIL XXIX).

16, 5wt Beesars asn THE O axoin Bose

Upon the disappearance of the Angels, Dante again looks
at Beairice and in this way comes out o the Empire, which
s a quict immobil Heaven where Dante’s vision onds. 11 15
midmight of the 14% of april 1300, Thursday afier Easter (hour
of lerusalem). Among the other Blessed that Dante meets ane
Samt Bernard de Chiaravalle, Saint Francis of Assisiand Saimi
Augusiine (Paradise XXXI, 112-117) To the kit of Mary
are the believers in the coming of Jesus Christ: Eve, Rachel,
Sara, Rebecea, Judith, Ruth, Moses, Adam... To the nght of
Bary are the believers of Jesus Chnst having already come:
Suink Peier, Saint John Evangelist, Saint Aome, Saint Lucy, the
Children.... The shape of Dante's vision depicted by beo Deanvid
consists m 3 river of light from which sparks (the angels) thai
enter Ui Mowers (the Blessed) of the two slores amd decpen
into the niver.

17, Praver To vie Wikais

The Mother Viegin... appears in ber clemenes and in her
compassion  toward humanity: bt appears alse in her
luminosity as mother of God and pure Virgin, mother of all
the ercature: present. past and future. The paintng of David
reveals all her spiniuality and all her motherly devotson thai iz
inherent in every Chnstian soul. Saint Bernard is represented
by Ivo Diavad as am old man pragang the Holy Virgin for the sing
ol all mankind
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